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FINE ROSARIES 


Gold and Imitation Stone Beads 

Elegant GOLD beads tastefully carved in corrugated style and mounted 
on rolled-gold chain. May be supplied in three sizes. Pleasing gifts for all. 
No. 3935 Small go/d deads, Ideal gift for First Communion $5.00 
No. 3936 Larger go/d beads, Christmas and Birthday Presents 6.00 
No. 3937 Large gold beads, For Weddings and Jubilees 7.00 
No. 104 Bridal "Rosary. — Iridescent beads. Chain, center 
emblem and cross ornaments of sterling silver and 
rolled-gold. Attached to rosary is an extra large 
cross of select real Mother of Pearl, the tips artis- 





tically embellished with symbolic designs 6.75 
Imitation Stone Beads on Rolled-gold Chain 

No. ror Small beads, 5 years guarantee, different colors 1.35 

No. 1o1 Small beads, 10 years guarantee, different colors 2.00 

No. 1ro2. Large beads, to years guarantee, different colors 2.50 


No. 103 Fine, oval beads, /e¢ and Garnet only,20 yrs. guarantee 3.00 
No. 1005 Beautifully carved oblong /e¢ beads, artistic crucifix 4.00 


Genuine Cocoa Rosaries 
No. 20 Small beads, 14 inch $0.35 Medium size beads,16in. 0.40 


No. 21 Large, oval beads, steel or link chain, steel cross 0.50 
No. 22 Small beads, chain between, nickel-bound cross or large 
oval beads, strong link chain, nickel-bound cross 0.60 


No. 23 Large oblong beads, heavy linked chain, 2-inch cross 0.75 
When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and leaflet of explanation will be sent. 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 


Heavily gold-plated on gold-filled chain $2.00 Notonchain 1.25 
REMARK: Jubilee medals are struck only at MONTE CASSINO, ITALY. 
There are imitations of this medal circulated in our country, which however, can 


not be enriched with the blessing of the GENUINE Jubilee Medal. 
Rolled-gold Scapular Lockets 


No. 63 Engraved, on gold-filled chain, small size 2.75 
No. 64 Beautifully engraved, on gold-filled chain, large size 3-00 
No. 65 Noton chain, small, K. of C. seal in colors, watch fob 1.75 
No. 66 Not on chain, large size, engraved 2.25 
No. 95 Scapular Medallions with rolled-gold-plated rim 0.25 
No. 96 Gilt scapular medal 0.25 
No. 97 Aluminum scapular medals 2 for 0.25 
Crucifixes 
4 inch, Nickel-Bound, Mission Cross 0.40 
10% inch, durable, Nickel-Bound, Mission Cross to hang £975 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





The most Delicious and most Wholesome Sweet 


Culinary Uses — Honey instead of sugar makes cooking more wholesome; 
O preserves better than sugar. Cakes and cookies sweetened by honey do 
not dry out quickly. 


N Medicinal Uses — Honey is the basis for nearly all cough medicines. Nothing 
4 more healing than honey for coughs, cuts or bruises. 

E Order from F. J. Strittmatter & Wife, 

R. 1. Ebensburg, Pa. 


Y Sent either by express or mail. 
































St. Martin (> Nov. 11, 400) is considered one of the greatest saints of Holy 
Church. St. Benedié was especially devoted to this soldier-saint. St. Martin’s devo- 
tion for the Blessed Trinity was mo&t remarkable. The above piéture shows how 
Martin, as a youthful soldier was accustomed to alight from his horse, kneel and cry 
out with fervent love: ‘‘O beata Trinitas! O infinita bonitas! — O happy Trinity! 
O infinite goodness!’’ This great saint did all things to glorify the Triune God. O 
how wonderful is the power of ejaculatory prayers; in a short time they create saints. 
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Heavenly Joys + aid Great. 





heaven: to behold God as He is and to be united 
with Him by most fervent love, in virtue and 
power of the Holy Spirit. This beatific vision 
and this most divine love of God includes all 
good, all joy and glory in the company of the 
angels and saints forever, forever. 

The degree of heavenly blissfulness is inconceivable. No 
human tongue can express, no mortal mind comprehend, how 
great, how transcendent is celestial bliss. Even the apostle who 
had been rapt to the third heaven, found no words in human 
language to describe the joys that there exist. “Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered the heart of man what 
things God hath prepared for them that love Him” (1 Cor. ii. 9). 

Combine all the much-boasted happiness of the world; the 
happiness of possessing all earthly treasures, the happiness of 
dignities and honorable offices, all joys and pleasures of a worldly 
life; multiply this happiness a hundred, a thousand, a million 
times; multiply it as often as you like or can: all this cannot be 
compared to the infinite blissfulness of heaven. Compare the 
happiness of heaven, according to Holy Scripture, with a most 
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magnificent festival, a brilliant, never-ending banquet of joy; you 
are yet very far from the reality. Call it the absence of all evil, the 
fulness of all possessions; you have Still said too little. “Not the’ 
possession of all riches together,” says St. Augustine, “but more 
ill, the fountain and origin of all riches, the possession of God 
Himself will be the inheritance of the saints.” 

From this we learn that the principal happiness of the elect, 
likewise called the essential happiness, consists in the possession 
of God, that is, in the clear, unveiled vision of God, and in the 
ardent love emanating therefrom. This blissfulness in itself suffices 
to satisfy completely the souls of the blessed; to satiate perfectly 
their thirst for the Sovereign Good; to submerge them in a 
boundless ocean of heavenly joy and to crown them with eternal 
peace. For what possessions could still be lacking to him who 
possesses God, the supreme, the most perfect Good? 


The Light of Glory. 
We shall see God as He is, face to face. With one glance 


we shall behold His divine essence in a manner similar to His 
perception of us: nothing, even the most interior of our being, 
escapes His all-seeing eye. But this vision of the divine essence, 
the clear, direct vision of God, far surpasses the natural strength 
of created beings, even of the cherubim and seraphim. Hence, 
God in His infinite goodness desires to come to our aid with the 
special, grace-abounding light of glory, that in His light of glory 
we may behold the eternal, essential light, the divine essence (Ps. 
xxxv. 10). 

In this sense the Roman catechism says that we shall be like 
gods, as it were, because those who enjoy the beatific vision, 
although they retain their human nature and personality, never- 
theless, assume a wonderful, almost divine form, so that they 
might be taken for gods rather than men. Everything that has 
hitherto been said or even can be said of essential happiness is 
comprised in these weighty words: The elect will be blissful like 
God Himself. Not, indeed, in the same measure, but in the same 
manner, namely, by the vision and love of the one essential 
Beauty, through whose eternal vision and love God Himself is 
happy. 


Accidental Happiness. P 
This vision and love of God, this beholding God, this loving 
God and being loved by Him constitutes the essential, eternal 
happiness of the elect. Yet there are still other superabundant 
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riches, eternal joy and glory in the communion of all angels and 
saints. These riches, prerogatives and joys are an additional gift 
of the infinitely generous God, who recompenses His elect servants 
and friends with a measure heaped and overflowing in return for 
what they performed and suffered for Him on earth. The happiness 
which proceeds from its possession is called accidental happiness. 

This happiness, also, is so manifold and sublime that in 
contemplating it we feel urged to exclaim in adoring wonder: 
“Oh, how hast Thou multiplied Thy mercy, O God!” (Ps. xxxv. 8.) 
“How great is the multitude of Thy sweetness, O Lord, which 
Thou hast hidden for them that fear Thee!” (Ps. xxx. 20.) “They 
shall return into Sion singing praises, and joy everlasting shall 
be upon their heads” (Is. Li. 11), and “they shall be inebriated 
with the plenty of Thy house, and Thou shalt make them drink 
of the torrent of Thy pleasure” (Ps. xxxv.9). “They shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament” (Dan. xii. 3), and “they shall 
receive a kingdom of glory, and a crown of beauty” (Wis. v. 17). 

Suffering and trials surround us in this world; in the next, 
joy and bliss will pour in from all sides upon the ele@t. Joy 
and bliss from their glorified body; joy and bliss from the marvelous 
splendor of the heavenly Jerusalem, their unending abode; joy 
and bliss from Jesus, their Savior and King, at whose divine 
countenance they lovingly gaze; joy and bliss from His Sacred 
Wounds, from His open Heart; joy and bliss from Mary, their 
Queen and Mother, by whose ravishing beauty they are transported; 
joy and bliss from the sublime throne which they themselves 
occupy, from the crown that radiates such brightness from their 
brow; joy and bliss from the canticles of the heavenly hosts; joy 
and bliss from the sight of the glory of their victorious brethren. 

Joy and bliss will overflow upon parents from the splendor 
of their transfigured children; joy and bliss upon the children 
from the glory of their beatified parents. This manifold joy and 
bliss will be further increased by the most fervent love which 
embraces all the angels and saints and makes their own the 
happiness of others. Justly St. Augustine writes, “Each one will 
possess heaven in as manifold a manner as the number of his 
associates and brethren in happiness.” 

O city of God, O heavenly paradise, how beautiful thou art, 
how inexpressibly happy are thine inhabitants! Christian soul, 
whoever you may be, direct your glance heavenward. Do you 
desire honor and riches? “Glory and wealth shall be in the house 
of the Lord” (Ps. cxi.3). Do you yearn for liberty and power? 
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There you will resemble the angels in agility and strength. Do 
you long for vigorous health? There blooms perpetual youth. 
Do you crave refreshment? There you will partake of the invisible 
food of angels and quench your thirst with the cup of serene 
joy. Do you desire melodious sounds? There the choirs of angels 
and blessed sing forever the gladsome Alleluia. Do you seek 
company and friendship? There is the communion of saints. 
There you will find everything, everything that you can desire, 
yea, and more than you are capable of desiring in this life. 


The Culmination of Bliss. 


The clear realization, the infallible knowledge that through 
all eternity their happiness will never end, completes the universal 
and undisturbed bliss of the elect. If the saints could have even 
the faintest presentiment or fear that their happiness might diminish 
or cease, heaven would no longer be heaven; because the greater, 
the more precious our possession, the more terrible and painful 
is the thought of losing it. Now the unfaltering trust that. they 
will possess “an inheritance incorrupt and unfading,” is the culmi- 
nation of blissfulness for the inhabitants of heaven. 

“O fountain of life,” exclaims St. Augustine, “when shall | 
enter the joys of my Lord, from which no one will remove me? 
O true, sweet, amiable life! O blissful life without end! There 
is highest security, secure rest, restful joy, joyful sweetness, sweet- 
est eternity, eternal blissfulness.” 

In order to attain this boundless, endless happiness, no sacri- 
fice ought to be too great for us, no combat too intense, no suffer- 
ing too severe. “So great is the beauty and bliss of the perpetual 
light,” says St. Augustine, “that if we were vouchsafed to dwell 
therein, even for a single day, we would, to gain that fleeting 
happiness, be justified in despising countless years of life full of 
pleasures and a superabundance of all things.” 

“O my soul,” again exclaims this holy doctor, “‘were you 
even compelled to endure daily martyrdom, yea, the torments 
of hell itself for a length of time, in order to behold Christ in 
His glory and to be associated with His saints, would that be too 
much? Is it not meet that we bear every imaginable suffering 
in order to participate in such a good and such glory? What 
are all passing sufferings compared to the eternal joys of heaven?” 
St. Paul says, “I reckon that the sufferings of this time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory to come, that shall be 
revealed in us” (Rom. viii. 18). 
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Encouraging Words. 


Let us in conclusion once more hear the consoling words 
of St. Augustine wherewith he encourages us to long for the joys 
of heaven. 

“Beloved brethren, let us love eternal life; in the same degree 
with which we love it, we will strenuously exert ourselves to attain 
it. We see people so attached to this present, perishable life that 
when in danger of death, they do everything, not indeed, to avoid 
death, which is impossible, but perhaps to postpone it a little. 
To prolong his life man flees and conceals himself; he gives all 
he has; he exerts himself strenuously. He endures every torture, 
suffering and discomfort cheerfully, if thereby he can but escape 
death for a while. He calls in physicians and seeks every con- 
ceivable aid. 

“See, dearly beloved, what man does in order to live but a 
short time; what does he do to live forever? Those are considered 
wise who know how to prolong their life even a few days; how 
foolish are they who live in such a manner as to lose the ever- 
lasting day! Tell me, what would we give for an earthly, happy 
life without illness, without suffering? Such a happy, temporal 
life could not be sufficiently paid for, even if the whole world 
were given in exchange. 

“Now you are offered an eternal, infinitely happy life. It 
costs you nothing but yourself; give yourself as you are, and you 
have already paid for it! If you are not good, become good. 
If you are good, then you bring with you the required price for 
obtaining life eternal. 

“Therefore, do not love the world which is so miserable and 
vanishes so quickly. Do not attach your heart to it; it is so 
inconstant and its friendship is entirely opposed to God. Even 
though the world were to love us, we could not love it in return; but 
now the world hates us and continually persecutes us. With all 
your heart love life eternal. Hasten to that place where you will 
live forever, and need thenceforth never fear death. If you are 
so much attached to this wretched, transitory life, in which you 
can barely eke out the necessaries of subsistence by constant 
trouble, sweat and labor, how much more ought you to love 
imperishable life, in which there is nothing to suffer, where the 
greatest security, supreme bliss, most happy liberty and truest 
blessedness are found. There our Savior’s promise will be fulfilled, 
‘They shall be like angels; then shall the just shine in the kingdom 
of their Father.’ 
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“There will be no sadness, no trouble, no pain, no fear, no 
death, but eternal rest. In that life there is no wickedness, no 
weakness of the flesh. In that place there is no hunger, no thirst, 
no heat nor cold; no assaults of the evil spirit, no will or possibility 
of committing sin. The elect will be wholly occupied with the 
joys of heaven, they will be associated with the angels, and will 
reign with them forever. Nothing is more excellent, nothing more 
glorious, nothing clearer and truer, than this place, nothing more 
delightful than this bliss, and nothing more abundant than this 
heavenly superabundance.” 


Qsoe$D OOS OSS 


Eucharistic Pearls. 


“The Holy Eucharist is the royal Mystery, in which the doc- 
trines of faith flow together, like rivers pour into the ocean, the 
source from which they spring.” 

“Live the life of angels, since you eat the Bread of angels.” 

“The altar is our support. As long as we have the Holy 
Eucharist we are strong. The wicked can not conquer us. They 
have hatred, we have love. They possess the earth, we possess 
heaven.” 

“It is written that St. John reposed on the Heart of Jesus. 
During his repose on the Heart of Jesus, the favored apostle drew 
forth the knowledge of heavenly mysteries. O sublime school 
which educates such disciples!” 

SS SOS 


We remind our esteemed readers of the Toties Quoties indulgence to be 
gained on All Souls’ Day. Our late Holy Father, Pius X., ordained that all who 
wear the highly indulgenced Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict, and who receive 
Holy Communion either on the feast of All Saints or All Souls, may gain a 
plenary indulgence as often as they visit a church, a public or semi-public chapel, 
from twelve o’clock noon on All Saints’ Day until midnight on All Souls’ Day. 
Prayer according to the intentions of our Holy Father is required at each visit; 
for example, the Our Father and Hail Mary, five times, or other prayers of 
about the same length. 

(A recent papal brief has extended this Toties Quoties indulgence to all 
the faithful, even though they do not wear the Jubilee Medal. ) 

§ This is a wonderful opportunity to do something great for the souls in 
purgatory. We urge our readers to take advantage of this charity. Every true 
friend of the faithful departed will also endeavor to give the greatest possible 
aid to the souls in purgatory by devoutly assisting at the three holy Masses on 
the Commemoration of All Souls. What consolation would be afforded to 
these suffering prisoners if every Catholic would gain the precious indulgences 
and offer Holy Communion for them on the Feasts of All Saints and All Souls. 
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‘John Preaches Penance and Bapiism. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich Continued. 





John received a revelation regarding baptism. He knelt on 
one knee and upon the other he had a long scroll of bark upon 
which he wrote with a reed. The sun shone down hot upon him. 
While he was thus writing, it seemed as if he grew numb. I saw 
_ him as though he were in ecsta- 
sy; then I saw a man standing 
beside him, who during John’s 
ecstasy wrote and sketched a 
great deal upon the scroll. 
When John came to himself, he 
read what was written on the 
scroll and thereupon began with 
great exertion to labor at the 
well. I understood the significa- 
tion of each layer of ground that 
John had to dig through in pre- 
paring the well, and of each 
individual work, up to its com- 
| pletion. Everything had refer- 
3! ence to the hardness and other 
qualities of human dispositions 
which he must conquer, in order 
that the grace of the Lord might 
iign| be effective for them. This his 
Sam" labor, like all his actions and life, 
was a symbol and sign, whereby 
he was not only instructed by 
the Holy Ghost to sanctify all 
his labors for God with a good 
intention, but whereby he in real- 
ity then did what these labors 
signified. To all this the Holy Ghost urged him. 

He labored at this well for several weeks. Afterwards I saw 
that John descended into the water as far as his waist, with one 
hand taking hold of the little tree in the centre, and with his staff 
to which he had attached a cross and small pennant, strike the 
water in such a manner, that it spurted together upon his head. 
From above a luminous cloud and an effusion came upon him 
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as from the Holy Ghost, and two angels appeared on the edge 
of the basin and spoke something to him. 

Soon after the completion of the baptism-well, John left 
the desert and returned to the people. He made a wonderful 
impression. Tall, emaciated from fasting and mortification of the 
body, but strong and muscular and commanding. His complexion 
is tan, his countenance emaciated, fallen in, earnest and austere, 
his hair is reddish brown and curly, his beard is short. About 
his loins he wound a cloth. He wears a coarse brown mantle. 








I saw John descend into the water as far as his waist, with one hand 
taking hold of the little tree, and with his staff striking the water 
in such a manner that it spurted together upon his head. 


Arms and chest are free and bare. He carries a shepherd-staff. 

John, not disturbed by anything, went straight forward for 
the people and spoke but of one thing: Penance and the coming 
of the Lord. All were astonished and became serious wherever 
he went. His voice was sharp as a sword, loud and severe, yet 
pleasing. With people of every class he associated as with 
children. Everywhere he passed through directly, nothing could 
bewilder him, he did not look around for anything, he stood in 
need of nothing. 

Thus I saw him pass through forests and deserts, now and 
then digging, removing stones, clearing away trees, preparing 
resting-places, calling together the people who gazed at him in 
wonder, yea, from their huts he called them to aid his labors. 
I saw how all gazed at him in astonishment and wonder, how 
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he tarried nowhere and soon was at some other place again. 
He journeyed along the sea of Galilee, down the valley of the 
Jordan around Tarichaea, then by Salem toward Bethel through 
the desert past Jerusalem, where he had never been in his life, 
and upon which he looked with sorrow and lamentation. Always 
fully taken up by his mission, earnest, severe, simple, enthusiastic, 
proclaiming but one thing: Penance, preparation, the Savior is 
coming! Then he journeyed through the shepherd-valley to his 
home. His parents were dead; but there were a few youths, 
relatives from Zachary’s side, who were his first disciples. When 
John came through Bethsaida, Capharnaum and Nazareth, the 
Holy Virgin did not see him, for since the death of Joseph, she 
seldom left the house. 

His traveling was performed with astonishing impetuosity, 
he walked on without rest, quickly, yet without haste. It was 
not a quiet walking like that of our Savior. Where he had 
nothing to do I would see him run from field to field. He entered 
the houses, the schools to teach, and also gathered the people, 
about him in places and streets. I saw that priests and authorities 
occasionally held him up and questioned him, but with amazement 
and wonder again set him free. 


“To Prepare the Way of the Lord.” 


The expression “to prepare the way of the Lord,” was not 
merely figurative; for | saw John beginning his task by preparing 
the roads and passing through all those places and roads through 
which Jesus afterwards journeyed with His disciples. He cleared 
away bushes and stones from the way and made paths. He laid 
footpaths across brooks, cleaned out their bed, dug water-basins 
and wells, made benches, resting-places and shade-roofs in places 
where the Lord afterwards rested, taught and acted. In these 
labors, the earnest, simple and solitary man in his coarse clothing 
and form, attracted the attention of the people, and caused 
astonishment in the huts which he entered, to loan the tools for 
his work, and also to get help from the people. Everywhere 
he was soon surrounded, and boldly and earnestly he admon- 
ished to penance and the following of the Messiah, and announced 
himself as the preparer of His way. Often I saw him point in 
the direction where Jesus had just journeyed. Yet,I did not see 
him with our Lord, although they were at times scarcely an 
hour’s distance apart. Once I saw him not more than a short 
hour’s distance away from Jesus calling out to the people, he 
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himself was not the expected salvation, but a poor way-preparer, 
and there was our Lord walking at whom he was pointing. 

John had seen our Lord only twice in his life, face to face 
nearby. The first time in the desert when the Holy Family on 
their flight to Egypt were passing near him, and John led by 
the Holy Spirit, hastened hither to greet his Master, whom he 
had already greeted in his mother’s womb. He felt the nearness 
of his Savior and that He was thirsting. The boy, therefore, 
prayed, and with his little staff struck the earth, whereupon a 
plentiful fountain gushed forth. He ran in advance of its course 
and saw Jesus, Mary and Joseph journeying past, and there where 
the fountain streamed down, he danced joyfully and waved his 
pennant. 

The second time he saw Jesus at His baptism, the third 
time from a distance only, when he saw Him pass at the Jordan and 
gave testimony of Him: Behold the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sins of the world. I heard our Savior speak to His 
apostles of the great self-denial of John, that even at baptism 
he kept himself within the limits of solemn contemplation, al- 
though his heart nearly burst from love and desire. Afterwards 
he humbly kept more out of His way, than yield to his love 
and seek for Him. 


John in a Prophetic State. 


But John always beheld our Lord in spirit, for he was always 
in a prophetic state. He beheld Jesus as the fulfillment of his 
mission, as the reality of his prophetic call. Jesus was for him 
not a contemporary, not one living with him; He was for him 
the Redeemer of the world, the incarnate Son of God, the Eternal 
appearing in time, and he could not think or wish to associate 
with Him. Neither did John like other people feel himself as 
living in time and in the world and being connected with it. 
Already in his mother’s womb he was touched by the Eternal, 
and by the Holy Ghost brought into a cqgmmunication with our 
Savior, not subject to time or change. Already as a little boy, 
he was removed from the world, and remained, knowing nothing 
but his Savior,~in deepest seclusion in the desert, until he again 
comes forth therefrom as newly born, and begins his wonderful 
mission, earnest, enthusiastic, vehement and impetuous, uncon- 
cerned about all else around him. 

Judea is now for him the desert, and as he had in the desert 
associated, lived and spoken to the fountains, rocks, trees and all 
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the animals, so he speaks and acts now with the people and 
sinners, without thinking of himself. He sees, knows and speaks 
only Jesus. His word is: “He comes! Prepare the way, do 
penance, receive baptism! Behold the Lamb of God, that carries 
the sins of the world!” In the desert pure and innocent as a child 
in its mother’s.womb, he proceeded from the desert pure and 
simple as a child on its mother’s bosom. “He is pure as an 
angel,” I heard the Lord tell the apostles; “never did anything 
unclean enter his mouth, nor a sin, nor untruth proceed from his 


mouth.” 
John Begins to Baptize Publicly. 


John baptized in the neighborhood of Salem. The water 
where he baptized is a branch of the Jordan. The person to be 
baptized stood in the water up to his waist. John dipped water 
with a shell and poured it upon the head of the person, and one 
who was baptized, laid his hand upon the shoulder of the 
former. Upon the first one’s shoulder whom he baptized, John 
placed his own hand. Those who were to be baptized had the 
upper part of their body bare, and a white cloth was wrapped 
about them. There was also a tent there, where they could 
undress and dress again. I did not see that any women were 


baptized here. 
For a few weeks John had become famous by his do¢trines, 


when several messengers of Herod came to him. Herod lived 
in a castle on the east side of the Dead Sea. Herod wished that 
John should come to him, but John replied that he was very 
busy, if Herod wished to speak with him, he could come himself. 
Thereupon I saw Herod driving to him,a distance of about ten 
hours, in a vehicle with low wheels, surrounded by soldiers. Then 
Herod went to John without any escort, and asked him why he lay 
in such a miserable hut at Ainon? He would have a house built 
for him there. John replied, he did not need a house, he had 
what he needed and was doing the will of Him who was greater 
than he. He spoke earnestly and severely. He stood turned 
away from Herod and spoke little. 

I saw the sons of Mary Cleopha, Simon, James the Less, 
Thaddeus and Joseph Barrabas being baptized by John. Also 
Andrew and Philip and the other apostles and many disciples 
have already received baptism. One day many ancients and 
priests came to John to call him to account — who he was, who 
sent him and what he was teaching. He answered them with 
remarkable severity and- courage, announcing the nearness of the 
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Messiah and accusing them of their impenitence and hypocrisy. 
Many publicans had been with John who were baptized by him, 
and whom he very earnestly upbraided. Among them was the 
publican Levi, later called Matthias. He was greatly touched and 
amended his life. 

At Jerusalem in the Sanhedrim there was a big council about 
John. Nine men were sent to him, among whom was also Joseph 
of Arimathea. They were to question John, who he was, and he 
should come to Jerusalem. If his mission were a just one, he 
would first have announced himself at the temple. They criticized 
his unbecoming clothing and that he baptized Jews, whereas it is 
customary to baptize only pagans. Some thought he was Elias, 
returned from the other world. He answered them briefly and 
sharply. When the ambassadors returned, Joseph of Arimathea 
remained and received baptism. Andrew and John the Evangelist 
are with the Baptist. Peter has already been baptized. 


John Journeys to Jericho. 


I saw an angel approach him, saying he should go to the 
opposite side of the Jordan near Jericho, for he who was to come 
is nearing, and he should announce Him. The Jordan has 
beautiful water. In many places it is quite fragrant, for many 
blooming bushes grow along the shore, and the blossoms fall into 
it. When we have winter here, everything there is in bloom, and 
when it is summer here, the second crop is there already in 
bloom. With John there are about a hundred people. Among 
these are his disciples and many heathens. They are working at 
the place of baptism. 

In Jerusalem the pharisees and sadducees sent out people again 
from the temple. John knew of their arrival through an angel. 
They asked him all kinds of questions, whether he was this or 
that, and who He was of whom he was speaking. John said that 
One had arisen among them whom they did not recognize. He 
spoke very severely and said they had not come to be baptized, 
but to spy. But they told him they knew who he was, he was 
baptizing without a call, he was a hypocrite in coarse clothing, 
etc., whereupon they departed. 

Soon afterwards other ambassadors came from the Sanhedrim, 
about twenty men from all classes, also priests. They said it was 
a proof of his not being called, that he refused to obey the 
Sanhedrim. I heard John distinctly express: they should wait in 
expectation, He who had sent him would come to them. He 
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designated Jesus distinctly, He was born in Bethlehem, was 
brought up in Nazareth, fled to Egypt, etc. They reproached 
him that he had a secret understanding with Him, and that they 
sent messengers to one another. Herod, too, frequently sends 
people to hear John, and they have to report to him what he 
teaches. 

From all directions, multitudes of heathens and Jews come to 
hear his doctrine about the Messiah, and to receive baptism. Not 
many Galileans had yet been with John, therefore, Jesus in His 
discourses on the way through Galilee earnestly admonishes the 
people to the baptism of John. 

Herod was in Jerusalem with his brother’s wife and her 
sixteen-year old daughter, Salome. In vain he had there presented 
to the Sanhedrim the question about permission to live in this 
wedlock, and on that account had quarreled with the Sanhedrim. 
He feared the public voice of the people, and wished to quiet 
this by the declaration of the prophet, John. He supposed that 
John, in order to gain his favor, would certainly approve his step. 

I saw Herod with Salome, the daughter of Herodias and their 
maids, coming with a great court toward the Jordan. John dis- 
continued baptizing, and proceeded to the preaching-place, and 
was very outspoken about Herod’s affair. He spoke in such a way 
that Herod could easily surmise John knew his intention. Herod 
sent to him a long scroll stating his case. This was laid down 
before John, for he did not wish to defile his baptizing hands by 
touching it. Afterwards I saw Herod with his court leave the 
place. The women were gorgeously but decently dressed. Mag- 
dalene was more fantastic in her attire. 


The Isle of Baptism Emerges from the Jordan. 


John gave his disciples at the Jordan an instruction on the 
approach of the baptism of the Messiah. He said, “I will show 
you for a testimony the place of His baptism. Behold, the waters 
of the Jordan will separate and an island will be formed.” At 
that moment I saw the waves of the river separate, and there 
appeared a small, white, egg-shaped island. There was great 
emotion among those present, they prayed and sang canticles of 
praise. The place where the Ark of the Covenant had stood 
during its passage over the Jordan, is the very spot of the 
baptism-font of Jesus on the isle. 

I saw Herod on a mule, also Herodias, the wife of his brother, 
proud and boldly adorned, sitting on a mule, and coming near 
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the place of baptism. Herod alighted, approached John, and 
began a conversation with him from a distance. Herod remon- 
ftrated with John, for the latter had pronounced the ban over 
Herod on account of his unlawful intercourse. He had excluded 
him from every participation in baptism and the salvation of the 
Messiah, if he would not give up this shameful connection. Herod 
inquired whether John knew a certain Jesus of Nazareth, of whom 
there is rumor now in the country; whether he received messengers 
from Him, whether it is He of whom he is always making 
announcements. He should tell him, he would go to Him with 
his affair. John replied, that Jesus would not listen to him any 
more than he had: Herod was and remained an adulterer, no 
matter where he would take his case, it would always be adultery. 

When Herod asked him why he did not come closer to him 
and only kept screaming to him from a distance, John replied, 
“You were blind, and through your adultery you have become 
sill more blind, and the nearer I come to you, the more blind 
will you become; but when I shall be in your power, you will do 
that which you will regret.” In this lay a prophecy referring to 
his death. Herod and the woman greatly embittered now left 
John. 

The time approaches in which Jesus comes to be baptized. 
I saw John very sorrowful. It seemed that his time would soon 
come to an end. He was vehemently pressed, now from Jericho, now 
from Jerusalem, now from Herod; they wanted to drive him from his 
place of baptism. John spoke very sadly about it with his disciples. 
He greatly longed for Jesus to come for baptism, then he would 
withdraw before Him across the Jordan, he would not be amongst 
them much longer. His disciples were very sorrowful at this and 
did not wish him to leave them. 

When John received word that Jesus was approaching, he 
arose with new courage for baptism. Crowds came hither, whom 
Jesus had admonished for baptism. As John was preaching of 
the Messiah and how he would soon give place to Him, he 
humbled himself before Him, so that his disciples became really 
sad about it. John was so full of fervor in his love for Jesus, that 
he became almost impatient that Jesus did not express Himself 
more clearly and definitely as the Messiah. John received cer- 
tainty of the nearness of Jesus. He saw a bright cloud and had 
a vision of Jesus and all His disciples about Him. Since then 
John is inexpressibly joyful and full of longing, and continually 
looks in the distance to see if the Lord is approaching. The isle 
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with the well of baptism is now beautifully green. Nobody goes 
upon it except John occasionally. 


Jesus is Baptized by John. 


Jesus, journeying faster than Lazarus, arrived two hours before 
him at John’s place of baptism. A large crowd of people had 
gathered, and John taught with great enthusiasm of the nearness 
of the Messiah, of penance, and how he would now withdraw. 
Jesus Stood in midst of the crowd of hearers. John felt His 
nearness and surely saw Him and was unusually joyful and zealous. 

It was about ten o’clock in the morning, when Jesus in turn 
of those to be baptized descended to the baptism-well. John 
then bowed before Him and said, “I ought to be baptized by 
Thee, and Thou comest to me!” Jesus replied, “Suffer it to be 
so now, for so it becometh us to fulfill all justice, that thou baptize 
Me and Ibe baptized by thee.” Our Lord also said to him, “Thou 
shalt receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost and of blood.” John 
then asked our Lord to follow him to the isle. - Jesus said He 
would do so, and all those who were now here present with Him 
should be baptized there likewise. 

Our Lord now followed John across the bridge to the isle, 
accompanied by Andrew and Saturnin, who with other disciples 
of our Lord had come hither from Capharnaum. Jesus went 
into a small tent that had been erected east of the baptism-well, for 
the purpose of undressing and dressing. 

The nine disciples who recently had always been with Him, 
descended to the well and stood around on its edge. Jesus took 
off His mantle in the tent, then His girdle and a yellow woolen 
cloak, then that narrow woolen strip around the neck, crossed 
over the chest, which they wrapped about the head at night 
and during bad weather. Now He Still wore a brown, woven 
shirt next to His body, in which He stepped forth and descended 
to the edge of the well, whereupon He pulled it off over His 
head. He wore a loin-cloth which He had wrapped separately 
about the limbs as far as the knees. All His garments were 
received by Saturnin, who gave them to Lazarus, to hold, who 
Stood on the edge of the isle. 

Now Jesus descended into the well, and He stood in the 
water upto His chest. With His left hand He took hold of the 
tree and His right hand He laid on His breast; the white loin- 
cloth with ends loosened, floated on the water. John stood at 
the southern end of the well, he had a shell with a broad rim 








through which ran three grooves. He stooped, dipped water and let it 
flow in three rays upon our Lord’s head. One ray flowed on the back 
of the head, one on the middle of the head, and one on the forehead 
and face. 
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The words that John pronounced when baptizing, I do not 
recall exactly, but were about as follows: “May Jehovah through 
cherubim and seraphim pour out upon you His blessing with 
wisdom, understanding and strength.” I am not certain whether 
they were just these last three words, but they were three gifts 
for spirit, soul and body, and therein were contained as much 
as each one would require to offer to the Lord spirit, soul and 
body renewed. 

As Jesus descended from the depths of the baptism-well, 
Andrew and Saturnin, who stood on the triangular stone on the 
right hand of the Baptist, enveloped Him in a cloth, wherewith 
He wiped Himself, after which they put a white baptismal robe 
around Him, and as He stepped upon the triangular stone, to 
the right of the entrance of the well, they laid their hand on 
His shoulder, and John his hand on our Lord’s head. 


A Sound Came from Heaven as of a Mighty Wind. 


Then came the voice of God upon Jesus, who alone stood 
on the stone, praying. And a sound came from heaven as of a 
mighty wind and thunder, and all who were present trembled 
and looked upward. Then a bright cloud descended, and I saw 
a winged figure of light over Jesus, which poured itself out upon 
Him like a stream. I also saw, as though heaven were open and 
saw the apparition of the Heavenly Father in the usual form, 
and in the voice of thunder I heard the words: “This is My beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased.” 

Jesus was all flooded through with light, and He could hardly 
be gazed upon, His figure was all transparent. I also saw angels 
around Him. 

But some distance away on the waters of the Jordan, I saw 
Satan, a black, dark figure like a cloud, and this cloud I saw 
teeming with abominable black worms and hideous, wriggling 
vermin. When the Holy Ghost poured Himself out, it was as 
though all the evil, all sin, all venom from the whole region, had 
become visible in forms and fled into this dark figure as into its 
primary source. It was ghastly to behold, but heightened the 
indescribable brightness and joy and transparency which poured 
itself out upon our Lord and the isle. The sacred baptism-font 
gleamed to its very depths and everything was transparent. 

Jesus thereupon ascended the steps and went into the tent, 
and Saturnin brought His clothes, which Lazarus had held. 
Being dressed, He stepped forth from the tent, and was surrounded 
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by His disciples. John, however, spoke to the people with great 
joy, and gave testimony that He was the Son of God and the 
promised Messiah. He directed all to Him, and blessed the day 
on which Israel’s longing was accomplished. 

Jesus with the nine disciples left the place of baptism. Lazarus, 
Andrew and Saturnin followed. At His command they had 
filled a pouch with water from Jesus’ baptism-well. Those 
present cast themselves down before Jesus and begged Him to 
remain with them: But He promised to return and went away. 

Jesus gave a long discourse in the synagogue at Luz. He 
never said “I am He,” but always spoke as of a third person, as 
of “the Son of man.” He spoke of following, and how we must 
leave everything and not have excessive solicitude for our sus- 
tenance, for it is greater to be regenerated, than to find nourish- 
ment: as He who regenerated them by water and the Holy Ghost, 
would also nourish them. They who follow Him, must leave all 
their relatives and refrain from women. He also spoke of the 
Bread of heaven. All the people were greatly astonished and very 
reverent. 

Jesus and the disciples passed through a row of date trees. 
The disciples hesitated to pick the fruit that fell on the ground and 
eat it. But Jesus said they should eat the fruit and in future not 
be so scrupulous. They should seek their purity in qualities of 
the soul and in their speech, not in that which enters the mouth. 

Jesus does not now go to larger places, as everywhere there is 
already much talk about His baptism, the voice from heaven 
and what John said of Him. Also in Jerusalem there is great 
excitement regarding this. The disciples disperse into shepherd- 
houses and rectify the opinion of the people, for all are so taken 
up with John, that they are under the impression Jesus is only a 
helper of him. The disciples explain to them the apparition of 
the Holy Ghost and the words that were heard at baptism, and 
tell them how John is only the preparer of the way of the Lord. 


To be continued. 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to 
the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 




















Necessity of Renewing Act of Consecration 
in Schools and Institutions. 





and Enthronement of the Sacred Heart has taken place. 

But it should be remembered that the renewal of the 
act of Enthronement is highly commendable, nay, even necessary. 
This renewal is admirably adapted to give stability to the love 
and worship of the Sacred Heart in the family. But it is no less 
imperative that this solemn renewal take place at least once a year 
in the schools, institutions, etc... else its beneficial results are likely 
to dwindle away. The personnel of the institution is not always 
the same, some members disappear, others take their place who 
naturally were not there when the touching ceremonies by which 
the Sacred Heart was enthroned as King of the establishment 
took place. 

After a few years, at the most, both the personnel and mem- 
bers have greatly varied if not been wholly replaced. In order 
that the reign of the King of love remain effective and lasting 
it is also essential to have recourse more than once to the act 
of Enthronement and to give to the ceremony all the solemnity 
possible. Such a renewal will prove beneficial for both the ad- 
ditional members of the institution and those who had taken part 
in the original consecration: to the latter it willeserve as a re- 
minder of their engagements and will help cement their former 
consecration. If this is not done, there will always be danger 
lest the lapse of time combined with the natural tendency. to 
lukewarmness and apathy will in the end almost completely 
obliterate the thought of what had been done, and, in the course 
of time, the image of the Sacred Heart will cease to be what it 
should be and simply rank with other common ornaments, with- 
out meaning, without actuality. On the contrary, the renewal 
being duly made, puts one in mind of his former consecration, 


ve NTOLD blessings descend upon schools and institutions 
(| where the Heart of Jesus reigns, where the Consecration 
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rekindles love and fervor in the heart, and reasserts the fact of 
the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the family. 

Under the hallowed glance of the Divine King every one 
present will renew his fervor, every one will feel actuated with 
fresh vigor and drawn anew and more closely to the Divine 
Guest. We therefore entreat all the superiors and directors of 
different inétitutions, to set aside a day every year, according to 
convenience, for the express purpose of renewing the act of En- 
thronement in presence of the venerated image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

In order to make sure of a complete success, let the date 
be fixed and announced in advance, let a special invitation be 
extended to all the participants to prepare themselves for the 
solemn act by the worthy reception of the holy sacraments. This 
solemnity will undoubtedly be most pleasing to the Heart of Jesus, 
who, in return, will pour out His blessings and graces in abundance 
upon the homes and their occupants, for He has promised it: 
“I will bless the houses where the image of My Sacred Heart is 
exposed and venerated.” (Promise of our Lord to Blessed Margaret Mary.) 


QO COO oS 


Flowers of the Altar. 





drawn thee,” says our Blessed Lord. Whom does He draw? 

Whence does He draw? The virgin disciple, St. John, He 

drew to His bosom; today He draws virginal souls to His 
Eucharistic Heart. Privileged the soul who feels an attraction 
for the Holy Eucharist. More privileged still, if she be called to 
render special worship to the Hidden God by the angelic service 
of Perpetual Adoration. “Others serve the King’s subjects — by 
teaching children, caring for sick and poor — but the adorer 
minigters at the throne of the King Himself.” 

Sublime is the dignity of the priest at whose word the Lord 
of heaven becomes incarnate in his hands. Great also is the 
dignity of the priestly virgin. Such in truth is a religious of the 
Perpetual Adoration. She takes as addressed to herself the words 
of our Lord to the confidante of His Heart, “You shall lift up 
your heart and hands to heaven, presenting Me continually to 
My Father as a Victim of love.” The one aim of the adorer is 
to render to the Living God, veiled in the Sacred Host, the hom- 


HAVE loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore have I 
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age denied Him by men; to let the incense of her praise and 
thanksgiving ascend without ceasing to His throne. By her adoring 
love she would satisfy His sorrowful appeal, “I thirst with a thirst 
so ardent to be loved by men in the Blessed Sacrament... I 
find scarcely anyone who seeks to quench it by making some 
return of love.” 

A religious of the Perpetual Adoration enters into most in- 
timate union with Jesus Christ. He has selected her from among 
thousands, called her into His forecourts, into His very sanctuary. 
She is a life-guard of her Sacramental Lord, kneeling before 
Him day and night. Jesus ranks her among His angels with 
whose voices she blends hers, praying in her earthly exile the 
Sanétus she is destined to chant forever. 

The adorer also enters into most intimate union with Holy 
Church. She is its representative, even mediatrix between God 
and man. The sinner, the suffering, the holy souls in the flames 
of purgatory, longing for deliverance, — all these Holy Church 
recommends to the prayers, the intercession, the sacrifices of the 
Sister of Perpetual Adoration. What a high, holy and angelic 
vocation! 

Noble, generous souls, do not let the alluring voice of pleas- 
ure stifle the Master’s call if He invite you to His service in the 
Perpetual Adoration. With the grace of vocation will likewise 
come the strength to embrace the sacrificial life. In this world 
you will be close, very close to His Heart in the tabernacle. 
And in the next — how easy it is to pass from the adoration 
sanctuary, the very ante-chamber of heaven, to the unveiled splendor 
of Him whom you have faithfully served ! 

Religious vocations are not as numerous now as formerly. 
Perhaps the chief reason is that the worldly home is taking the 
place of the Catholic home. To kill a vocation to the higher 
life parents need only train their children to love the world. 
Flowers may spring from muck, but the worldly home is poor 
soil for religious vocations. Catholic fathers and mothers, gladly 
foster your dear ones’ vocations, and when you see one stand 
at the altar or clothed with the religious habit, thank God and 
Mary, the Mirror of Purity, for having kept them unspotted from 
the world. Blessed the hour when a virginal soul is raised to 
the dignity of a spouse of the most Blessed Sacrament! Happy 
indeed the parents who give these living flowers to the altar! 


QDS SS 























Our Great Duty. 





Pray for Your Deceased Brothers and Sisters. 


HILE they were on earth you loved your brother 
and sister tenderly; with them you shared every 
joy and sorrow. Can you forget them now, since 
death has removed them from your sight? While 
you play and rejoice, perhaps they must groan 

and suffer in the dark prison of purgatory. Pray 
for them! Live piously, however, that your prayers may help 
them all the more efficaciously, and that once you may be reunited 
with them in the joys of heaven. 

When St. Perpetua languished in prison and awaited martyrdom 
in defense of her faith, she prayed day and night for her deceased 
brother until he was released. St. Thomas of Aquin, by his 
prayers and the offering of holy Mass, delivered the soul of his 
sister, who had been abbess of a convent at Capua. After her 
death she appeared to him repeatedly, and implored his inter- 
cession, that she might be more speedily delivered from the pains 
of purgatory. 

St. Bernard relates the following of the holy bishop, Malachy. 
A sister of the bishop, who to his great sorrow had been very 
worldly-minded, had died. For a long time Malachy prayed 
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frequently and offered the Sacrifice of the Mass for her soul. After 
a certain length of time, he felt convinced that she must be in 
heaven and discontinued his supplications. But he was admonished 
in a vision that his sister still suffered and awaited aid. He 
commenced anew to pray for her and offer the holy Sacrifice, and 
continued this practice, until in another apparition he recognized 
his sister radiant with light. By this he knew she had been 
released from the purgatorial flames. 


Husband, Wife, Pray for Your Deceased One. 


Death severs the bond of matrimony, it is true, but not the 
bond of love. At the death of husband or wife, the surviving 
one should not forget the faithful companion, not even in case 
of a remarriage. Ai the altar of God, the wedded couple once 
made the sacred promise to faithfully assist each other in trials 
and sorrows, and this promise extends beyond the grave; it 
includes also the sufferings of purgatory. How often married 
persons give each other occasion for sin, perhaps even for mortal 
sin. Now, if the departed one on account of these sins for which 
full atonement has not been made must endure exceedingly great 
pains in the place of expiation, is not the surviving one doubly 
bound in duty to pray zealously for him? 

How strict the early Christians were in this regard is plain 
from Tertullian’s writings about the beginning of the third century : 
Let a widow pray for the soul of her deceased husband; let her 
pray for his eternal rest and on the anniversary of his death offer 
sacrifice (the holy Mass) for him. If she neglect this, she severs, 
as far as she is concerned, the bond of love that unites her with 
her deceased husband. 

Alethius, a young Roman of noble birth, lost by an untimely 
death, his dearly beloved wife, Rufina, daughter of St. Paula. At 
her decease he assembled the poor of the city in the church of 
St. Peter, and distributed bread and a generous alms of money 
among them, for the repose of the soul of her whose loss he so 
deeply mourned. After relating this, St. Jerome adds, “While other 
husbands decorated the graves of their wives with flowers, this 
man poured upon the dear remains the balsam of alms.” 

St. Matilda daily had the holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered 
for her deceased husband, Henry I., king of Germany. Frequently 
she arose at midnight, and with her trusty maid, Richburga, went 
to the chapel of the castle to pray for him. 
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Pray for Your Deceased Friends and Benefactors. 


“We ought not only remember our friends who are present, 
but also be constantly mindful of those who are absent,” was a 
saying of Thales, one of the seven wise men of Greece. How 
seldom this admonition of a pagan is followed by Christians to- 
ward their absent friends in purgatory! As long as one is well, 
esteemed and generous, he has many friends; but when he dies, 
and utterly abandoned sighs in the prison of penance beyond, 
he is forgotten most quickly by those who once pressed around 
him, who overwhelmed him with words of flattery and protesta- 
tions of fidelity. O deceptive friendship of the world! Let us 
be faithful and never forget our friends after their death. 

Pray also for your deceased benefaétors; beseech God to reward 
with eternal riches the good they conferred on you. Heirs, pray 
for those who remembered you in their will; comply quickly and 
conscientiously with the conditions they made for the repose of their 
soul; apply a small part of your inheritance for alms or Masses 
for them. Unworthy, indeed, are those laughing heirs who, while 
they greedily snatch and enjoy the inheritance, forget the benefactor 
and fail to send after him into eternity an offering of grateful 
love. 

Pray especially for your deceased parents. They were your greatest 
benefactors. Perhaps on your account they now languish in the purifying 
flames of purgatory. Be, then, a grateful son, a faithful daughter to 
your deceased parents; do not weary praying for them and having 
prayers said for their repose. From heaven their parental blessing 
will then descend upon you. 

Pray for your deceased teachers and educators, who with so 
much toil labored to mould your heart and mind. Pray for your 
deceased paStors. They bestowed on you the highest spiritual 
benefits. Their exhortations, their administering to you the holy 
sacraments has probably more than once saved your soul from 
hell. Now you should help them from purgatory, where because 
of the holiness of their office and their weighty responsibility, they 
must perhaps suffer long, if no aid is given them. Yet, it is just 
the priests who are so easily forgotten after death. Sister Mary 
of Esaebar once beheld the soul of a very pious priest in a state 
of sorrow and weariness. He had been confessor to the convent 
for many years, and numberless prayers had already been offered 
for him by the religious. Dismayed by such a revelation the nun 
cried out, “O good Jesus, is this that priest? I supposed he had 
long ago entered heaven!” The small faults for which the priest 











The Last Visit to the Catacombs 


Faustina, the 
youthful Roman 
matron, alone and 
unprotected, trav- 
erses the dark, 
gloomy corridors 
of the Catacombs. 
By the dim light of 
her lamp she seeks 
the crypt where 
rests her youthful 
martyred husband. 
Now she has found 
the inscription, 
and tears glisten 
in her eyes as she 
reads: “‘Dioscorus, 
my beloved, live 
forever in God !’’ 

Dioscorus and 
Faustina had lived 
but three months 
in holy virginal 
matrimony. The 
white garment 
gives proof of this. 
Then the cruel 
persecution under 
Dioclesian broke 
out and one of its 
first victims was the 
noble, intrepid Di- 
oscorus. Faustina 
comes for the last 
time to visit the 
resting-place of her 
husband and to 
strengthen herself 
for herown martyr- 
dom. Only a few 
days remain to her, 
then she also will 
be privileged to 
spill her blood for 
Christ and receive 
the palm of glory. 


God grant that 
we, in our days 
may be as strong 
in faith, hope and 
charity as the first 
Christians and be 
ready to suffer ig- 
nominy for the 
sake of Christ. 
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Still had to suffer were made known to her. She was urged to 
pray for him and obtain the prayers of others. After a few days 
the priest entered the joys of the beatific vision. But this religious 
added, “Would to God that we were more careful not to commit 
slight faults!” 

S390 


St. Thomas of Aquin’s Solicitude for His 
Departed Relatives. 


3] T. Thomas of Aquin endured a severe struggle with his 
\ “ai relatives before he could follow his vocation to the 
a religious life. Still he bore no resentment toward those 


who had opposed him, but showed his love for them 
especially by zealous prayer for their spiritual welfare. He proved 
his tender solicitude, in particular, when he received news of 
their death. His anxiety about their fate gave him no peace, and 
he earnestly begged God to reveal to him how they fared in the 
world beyond. 

One of his sisters died as abbess of the convent Santa Maria, 
in Capua. Still more than for this sister, St. Thomas was concerned 
about his two brothers who had opposed his vocation most 
violently, and who had passed their days in the dangers of 
military life, surrounded by the vanities and pleasures of the 
world. The hand of God had, indeed, been laid heavily upon 
them in order to open their eyes, nevertheless, St. Thomas was 
anxious about their fate. The eldest brother, Landulf, had been 
driven from his estate, robbed of all his possessions, and had died 
in exile. His younger brother, Raynald, had died of starvation 
in prison. 

While in Paris, the saint was one day absorbed in meditation 
when he beheld his deceased sister, the former abbess of Santa 
Maria. She revealed to him that she was in purgatory and 
entreated him to have Masses said for her release. Immediately, 
the holy doctor called his pupils together, and begged them to 
offer Masses and prayers for the repose of his sister’s soul. 

Sometime later, when the saint was at Rome, the departed 
abbess again appeared to him. She told him that, thanks to the 
holy Masses he had offered for her, she had been released from 
purgatory and had entered the joys of heaven. Consoled by this 
information, Thomas asked his sister what was the state of his 
own soul in the eyes of God. 
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“My brother,” replied the abbess, “you are in a good condition, 
and will soon join us in eternity. There, a far greater glory is 
reserved for you than for any of us. Just keep what you have.” 
St. Thomas then inquired about the fate of his brother Landulf. 

“He is in purgatory,” responded the apparition. 

“And where is Raynald?” the saint questioned further. 

“He is in heaven,” was the consoling reply. 

St. Thomas’ joy was increased by still another vision. An 
angel appeared to him, holding in his hand a large book wherein 
the names of the elect were written in letters of azure and gold. 
Among the golden letters, reserved for the martyrs, St. Thomas 
beheld the name of his brother Raynald, who through the heroic 
surrender of his life for the liberty of Holy Church, had been 
given the merit of martyrdom. 


SOOO OS 


The Departed Superior of Henin. 





[a | HE Congregation of the Dames de la Sainte Union, whose 
| | mother-house is at Douai, France, possesses a convent at 
| Denain, and another at Hénin, near Calais. About Easter, 
in the year 1896, a Sister belonging to the convent of 
Hénin received an order to go to Denain, to render assistance to 
the community there. When she was leaving, the superioress, who 
had long been suffering from a cancer of the stomach, and felt her 
end drawing near, besought her most earnestly, to pray for her 
after death. The superioress died in the first days of May; and 
some six or seven weeks later, on the 26th of June, a strange 
thing happened at Denain. 

It was washing day at the convent, and several washwomen 
were engaged to help in the work. The new Sister, with her sleeves 
rolled up, took part in the washing. About noon she went down 
to the cellar to get beer for the washwomen’s dinner. Stooping 
to draw the beer from the barrel, she perceived at some distance, 
on her right, a nun at the foot of the stairs, who seemed to direct 
her steps to an inner cellar; a moment after she saw the nun 
Standing close to her, and felt her right arm severely pinched. 
Instantly she recognized the voice of the deceased superioress of 
Hénin, saying: “Pray for me! I am suffering.” The Sister, greatly 
terrified, rushed up the stairs, and dropped, half dead, on a bench 
at the landing. 

In the meantime the laundresses, wondering at her delay, 
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grew uneasy, and went to see if she had met with some accident. 
They found her in tears and greatly excited; but to all their 
questions she would give no answer. The nuns, upon being 
called, endeavored to make her speak. At first she could not utter 
a syllable; but finally, through her sobs, she gasped: “I have been 
pinched!” She showed her arm, which the sleeve left partly 
uncovered; and the witnesses were astounded to see four oblong 
red marks, as if fingers of fire had grasped-her arm. The under 
part bore a deeper burn, in the form of a thumb, upon which 
a blister had risen; similar blisters subsequently rose upon the 
other marks. More puzzled than ever, the nuns plied the Sister 
with questions. Then she told how at her departure from Hénin 
she promised to pray for the superior after her death. 

The news of the mysterious visitation soon spread through 
the town, and large numbers of people flocked to the convent 
that evening, and were able to see for themselves the traces left 
upon the nun’s arm by the apparition. The Mother-General of 
the community, being informed of the event, at once summoned 
the Sister to Douai, where her arm was examined by Dr. Toison, 
a professor at the Catholic University of Lille and physician to 
the convent. The burns were carefully photographed by him. 
In due time they healed like ordinary burns, but all the scars 
of them remained. Ave Maria. 


Qo OO OS 


Touching Inscription in the Nashville Cemetery. 





In the middle of the sixties, soon after the Civil war, a tourist 
visited the soldiers’ cemetery at Nashville. There he noticed a 
man planting flowers on a certain grave. 

“Does your son lie buried here?” the stranger inquired. 

“No,” responded the man. 

“Your brother?” 

“No.” 

“For whom, then, if I may ask, are you planting these flowers?” 

“I will tell you, sir,” he said, laying aside the little board 
he had held in his hand. “You see, when the war broke out | 
was living in Illinois and was drafted for the army. Being poor 
and not able to pay for a substitute, I had to join myself. I 
was all ready and was about to bid farewell to my wife and 
children when a good friend came along. ‘See here, comrade,’ 
he said, ‘you have a large family, and if you leave, your wife 
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will not be able to support the children. I will go for you.’ I was 
indeed grateful, and of course joyfully consented. 

“In the battle of Chickamauga, he was seriously wounded, 
and after a long siege of suffering, died in the hospital at Nash- 
ville. Here he lies buried. Ever since I heard of his death I 
had no rest until I could come to visit and decorate his grave. 
I saved up money for the trip and arrived here yesterday. Now 
I have found the last resting-place of this faithful friend.” 

Taking the little board, he fastened it over the grave. It bore 
the simple, touching inscription: “He died for me!” 

Truly, a significant inscription. It reminds us of Another, a 
greater One, who died, and from His tomb the holy cross, these 
words are being continually addressed to us: “I died for you!” 
How can we ever show ourselves grateful to Him for His bitter 
death to save us ? — By living, laboring and suffering for Him; by 
performing our duties with a good intention in the sate of 


grace. 
OSO$DOOSO SOS 


Mere Weeping Does Not Aid the Departed. 





Avola, an affectionate mother, wept day and night over the 
premature death of her exceptionally talented son, on whom she 
had built her fondest hopes. Weighed down by her grief and 
useless lamentation, she never thought of helping his poor soul 
by prayers and good works. Then God in His mercy was pleased 
to enlighten her concerning her ill-directed sorrow. 

In a vision she one day beheld a long procession of youths, 
hastening joyfully toward a most beautiful city. Eagerly her 
eyes searched the ranks as they filed near. Could her beloved 
son be amongst them? At last she sees him, but he is at the 
very end of the procession, sadly and slowly following the others. 
A heavy, saturated mourning garment which he wears prevents 
him from walking faster. 

“Look, mother!” he sighs wearily, “this garment which you 
are saturating with your many tears and making so heavy, hinders 
my keeping up with the others.’ If you really love me, cease 
your fruitless weeping, and come to my aid with prayers, alms, 
Masses and other good works.” 

Very wisely St. Ambrose wrote to Faustin, a distinguished 
nobleman who was inconsolable at the death of his sister. “Moder- 
ate your grief,” the saint counselled. “The Lord, in whose hands 
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are life and death, took your sister from you for a short time. 
Do not weep for her; rather pray often for her, that God may 
deliver her soul from the torments of purgatory. Surround her 
with the immortellé of good works, and from the rose-bouquet 
of prayer, weave an unwithering garland. This is truly the most 
beautiful wreath you can lay on the tomb of your beloved sister.” 


OOOO SOS 


Dreadful Words! 





The fact here related occurred in Naples before a large 
concourse of people. It is mentioned in the biography of the 
missionary, St. Francis Jerome, S.J., who died May 11, 1716, 
and in 1839 was canonized by Gregory XVI. 

Once while the missionary was preaching in a public place 
of Naples, some lewd women endeavored to interrupt his sermon 
and compel him to leave by singing, screaming and making an 
uproar. The leader of the depraved set was a certain vile-minded 
Catherine, who had gathered the other women around her. 

A short time afterwards this Catherine died very suddenly. 
The saint, accompanied by a crowd of people, went to the place 
where the remains lay. For some time he gazed at her with 
horror, then asked in a solemn tone, “Catherine, where are you 
now?” The corpse was dumb. St. Francis repeated his words, 
adding, “I command you to tell me where you now are.” 

To the consternation of all present, Catherine opened her eyes 
and answered in an appalling voice, “I am in hell! I am in hell!” 

At this declaration the terror-stricken crowd fled. The saint 
likewise departed, and as a short sermon, repeated to the people 
the words: “In hell! Oh, Thou fearful God! In hell! Did you 
hear it? In hell!” 

This frightful occurrence so forcibly impressed many of the 
witnesses that they did not dare return home before they had 
gone to confession. The truth of this incident is so firmly estab- 
lished that it has been inserted in the Roman Breviary (Ap. 
May XI). 
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A Handsome Gift 


For a useful, durable holiday present, nothing could be more suitable than our 


Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


The Ave Maria writes: It ‘‘is a decided departure from the red and blue 
books of devotion that one deplores so much nowadays... It is arranged 
for purposes of Perpetual Adoration, in twelve hours, leading from adoration 
to atonement, and dividing the prayer of the worshiper between praise, 
thanksgiving and reparation. The book is certain to find wide use and thorough 
appreciation among communities devoted to Perpetual Adoration, and is 
suitable also for the devotions of the Holy Hour held in parishes and convent 
schools. No detail of care or expense has been spared to render the volume 
as beautiful and perfect as possible.” 


‘“‘This Manual of Adoration fills a timely want and will be welcomed not 
only by members of communities having Perpetual Adoration but also by 
many of our good faithful people who are looking for just such a Manual.. .” 

Rt. Rev. J. Schrembs, Bishop of Toledo. 


Excellent for private visits to the Blessed Sacrament, for Forty Hours 
Devotion, for the Holy Hour, for Sunday afternoon services. 


Printed on fine quality paper. De /uxe edition. Size 5x7 1-2 in. 
400 pages. Real leather, red edges, $2.00; gold edges, $2.50 


Books That the Young Will Read 


with pleasure and profit. These interesting, amusing and adventurous stories 
will delight boys and girls alike. ~ 
That Office Boy. By Rev. F. J. Finn, S.J. The story hinges upon 
a contest conducted by a newspaper. ‘The rival contestants are a 
sodality and aclub. Michael, the “‘office boy” is the strategist who 
wins for the sodality. $1.00 


The Fairy of the Snows. By Rev. F.J. Finn, S.J. The author’s 
new story which is bound to delight the little folks and make the big 
ones chuckle. $1.03 


Cupid of Campion. A fascinating story by Rev. F. J. Finn, S.J. 
The story is healthy and thrilling and breathes the air of romance. $1.00 





Winnetou, the Apache Knight. By Marion Ames Taggart. Vivid 
word-pictures of thrilling adventures, hair-breath escapes, and all that 
is supposed to be connected with a scout and trapper’s life. $0.50 


The Treasure of Nugget Mountain. By Marion Ames Taggart. 
The interest, action and daring exploits which abound in this story 
will fully satisfy a lover of the adventurous. $0.50 


Jack Hildreth on the Nile. By Marion Ames Taggart. The hero 
of this story is the kind dear to the boyish heart, young, athletic and 
daring, and at the same time thoroughly upright and honest. $0.50 


Fabiola. By Cardinal Wiseman. One of the greatest stories ever 
written about the early Christian Church. $0.50 


Fabiola’s Sisters. Adapted by A. C. Clarke. The central figures 
are the martyrs Perpetua and Felicitas. A leading personage in the 
tale is the famous Tertullian. $0.50 


Postage extra on above books. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





What Could be Better 


than to establish the reign of the Sacred Heart in homes? 
This can be your Christmas gift to many a family. Send 
your friends a set of these booklets on the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, or the complete Sacred 
Heart Library. The reading of these brochures will draw 
many families to enthrone the Sacred Heart in their midst. 
Set for {| Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Family 


25 ~ Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
cents | All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 


Sacred Heart Library 


\ Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Family 
Set for ~ S'x Discourses on the Enthronement 
| True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
Message of the Sacred Heart 
\ The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour (With reflections) 
cents * All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! (Prayers) 
| Come Let Us Adore! (Prayers) 


50 
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Little Devotions to the Infant Jesus 


Old and young will be charmed by these simple, loving 
affections to the Divine Infant. Makes a most suitable 
booklet for distribution among pupils at Christmastide. 

Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00 


Christmas and New Year Post Cards 


Handsome cards for the holiday season. Meaningless winter 
scenes, holly or Santa Claus do not convey the Christmas spirit. 
These sixteen beautiful and artistic religious subjects remind us that 
our Savior’s birth is the cause of true Christmas joy. 


Per set 25 cents, postpaid 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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